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PoLITICAL TREATISE. 


O N 


NATI ONAL HUMOUR. 


10 N 5) HEN FI WY King of 
afeialla Thracia, was about to con- 
fer ſome particular Honours 


honeſt and ingenuous Tem- | 
per 1540 recommended him to the Royal 
Eſteem : The Monarch deſired of him in 


what Manner he ſhould gratify his Virtue, 
or what Reward would be ſufficient to wit- 
neſs the Love and Friendſhip he had for 
him? Philipides made this Reply, With 
„ „„ 


4 6 1 . 
What * - Majeſty phaſe evicted you FY 
not load me with the Honour of being one of 
pour Privy Councit. Which plainly in- 
dicates, that his open, eaſy, and diſintereſted ? 
Nature, did not care to encumber itſelf with 
the Burthen of State Aﬀairs, but wou'd ra- 
ther facrifice the Honour and Intereſt of 
ſuch an exalted Situation, to the more ſerene 
and ſteady Pleaſures of his own Mind, in a 
Station attended with leſs Intricacy, and 
more ſecured from the envious DetraCtions 
of a diſcontented Multitude. 


1 T muſt appear very conſpicuous to every 
Perſon of a penetrating Nature, how much 
the Characters of Perſons i in theſe extraor- 
dinary Poſts of Honour, are expoſed to che 
Calumny of the inferior People, whoſe 
Mouths are. always ready open'd on every 
Occaſion. Eminence i is indeed but a more 
diſtinguiſhed Mark for the Arrows of ma- 

licious, diſcontent, and invidious Slander; 
While the humble ten, reſiding in the 
. Voale 


Ht 


= Vale of Peace, ſlumbers in Security un- 


wounded by the Shaft. 


2 Wu the Mind, ina folio hed of 
Inaction, reflects on the Dangers and Dif- 


ficulties which are connected with Dignity 
and Greatneſs, one can hardly imagine, 
that a Perſon, whom Fortune has ſecured 
from the Attacks of Poverty and Want, 
| ſhould exchange a State of Independency, 
for one ſo entirely dependant on the fluctu- 


ating Humours and Viciſſitudes of a mur- 
muring Rabble, whoſe Expectations are of 


ſo ſanguine a Nature, that it is impoſſible 
the higheſt Virtue can be adequate to 
their exorbitant Imaginations; ; for in a Caſe 
where Ignorance, Folly, and Prejudice, are 
to give in their Judgments of genuine Vir- 


tue, good Senſe, and Ingenuoſity ; the Ideas 


conceiy'd by the former of the Rectitude 


and Propriety of the latter, will either fall 
ſhort of the true Extent, or ſhoot ſo extra- 
vagantly beyond the proper Bounds, that, 
be it as it * ſuch exalted Characters very 


: ſeldom 


. 


C: 8 * 
ſeldom come off ubm but are dare to fuf- 
fer one 18 or other. 


I we look into 1 Lives of preceding 
Patriots, Hiſtory can no where give us a 
proof of one Stateſman, who preſerved the 
Good-will of a People free and entire to 
the End ; and though ſome great Scheme, 
which might for one Day biaſs their Opi- | 
nions to his Praiſe ; the ſucceeding Day, 
perhaps, produced equal Reaſons for their 
Hatred and Diſſatisfaction, to him who 
they juſt before worſhipped as a God: and 
in a State of Anarchy, the ſame Statues 
which were erected in the Morning, to 
exemplify their fooliſh Gratitude, and head- 
ſtrong Zeal for their Patriots, have before 
Night been defaced and broke to Pieces 
by the ſudden ' Reſentment of thoſe who 
erected them; while the diſtinguiſhed Butts 
of their alternate Love and Hatred, have 
been obliged to undergo the Hardihips of 
a neceſſitated Baniſhment, involved with all 
Dien Fears and Anxieties, that could 


aged 1 


3 
= atlbly 8 to the meaneſt of kin 


Creatures. 


ir 9 


Tas good Order and Government of 

a State depends as much upon the Fidelity 
and Conſtancy of the inferior People, as it 
does upon the Wiſdom, Integrity, and Cou- 
rage of their Repreſentatives and Chiefs, 
the Welfare of each are ſo ſtrongly con- 
nected, that the leaſt Deviation in One, is 
productive of reciprocal Ills to the Other; 
nor is the Dignity of a Sovereign uncon- 
cerned in this Point; for wherever«there is 
not a firm Affinity and unſhaken Alliance 
in the Good-will of the People to their 
Governors, and of both to their Monarch, 
tis impoſſible that any State can ſtand long 
in ſuch unhappy Circumſtances ; either the 
Repreſentatives muſt abandon their Eſtates - 
and Appurtenances to the Rage of the Fac- 
tious, or the common People muſt ſuffer the 
Oppreſſions of thoſe above them, and groan 
under that Reſentment, which ſhould only 


exert itſelf to maintain their TOs and Pri- 
vileges. 
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In foch a divided State, what a melan- 
choly Situation is that of a ſupreme Head 
or Sovereign; To which Side can he lean? 
who firſt muſt be appeaſed, in order to 
procure his own Eaſe, and that of his King- 
dom; for ſurely the Happineſs of a King 


is that of his People: Is the Voice of a ſin- 
gle Man ſo plenipotent, as to huſh the ge- 
neral Murmurings of one, or to. ſtifle the 


Reſentments of the other ; for while the 
People are bawling out for their Rights, in 
a hoarſe Jargon of Clamour and Diſcontent, 
the Repreſentatives are aſſerting their juſt 


Reſentments to the Prejudices | and 8 


ons of the Multitude. 


Wur N a People ſilently ſubmit to the 


avaritious Deſigns of thoſe, whoſe Endea- 
vours ſhould be to preſerve their Eaſe and 
Plenty; ſuch a Nation may be look'd upon 


in a State of Bondage, and every ſingle 


Subject a Slave; but even a People under 
theſe unhappy Circumſtances, are better off 
than 


e 
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a 
than a diſcontented Multitude, who, while 
they have a plentiful Proſpect in View, grow 
ruſty through Inaction, and are either me- 
ditating a Riot with one' another, or bel- 


lowing for open War with a neighbouring 
Nation. 1 


Sven a State as this will ever be diſor- 


dered. For ſhould Divine Clemency itſelf 
aſſume the Sovereignty, and make Integrity 
| Prime Miniſter, while the Ji irtues and Graces 


repreſented the Peeple; Martial Courage 
lead to Battle, and Juice hold the Rein of 


| Civil Law; were even ſuch. a Change of 
| Government as this brought about, and Bri- 

bery, Corruption, &c. expelled from the 
Helm of Power; till, if the Minds of the 


People are not ſubſervient to the Methods 
uſed for their Welfare and Security, but 
will indulge their own weak Opinions, | 


in Oppoſition to their Superiors, they may 


as well admit Tyranny for their King, and 


1 Oppreſſion for their Miniſter, let Bribery and 
N Sen creep again into he Cabinet, let 


3 2 f Cowardice 


* 


N 


' Croardice be dignified with a Commiſſin 
of War, and the Follies and Vices repreſent 
the People, who perhaps would be more 


agreeable and contented under ſuch a Go- 
vernment, than under a better. 


bv 6; _ greateſt Eſtabliſhments, through 
the Means of a diſcontented Populace, have 


fallen to nothing ; for when the Multitude 


have got rid of their Patriots and Senators, 


their Legiſlators, Orators, nay even their 
Emperors and Kings, what have been the 


fatal Conſequences but Ruin and Deſolation: 


5 Perhaps a ſworn Enemy (who could never 


have gain'd his Point, but by the Separation 
and Malignity of the People againſt their 
Governors) has taken the Advantage of ſuch 
a Revolt, and involved a whole Nation 1 in 


abject Slavery and Oppreſſion. 


As hen it is an Impoſliblity for a Peo- 
ple to exiſt in any Regularity and Decorum, 
without a proper Form of Government, 1 


| Has always been found neceſſary, that Per- 
„„ | ' ſons 


1 Bk 
| ſons of known Abilities and F idelity ſhould 
be elected by the common Voice, to repre- 
ſent their Wants, and ſettle the Affairs of 
the People with as much Integrity as they 
could poſſible, and with as little Expence : 
For this Reaſon the moſt gidd y-headed Rab- 
ble would never undertake any Thing, till 
they had fixed upon proper Perſons, whom 
they have thought more capable of con- 
ducting the political or prudential Part of 
their Deſign; nor is the moſt powerful Body 
in the World capable of performing any 
Adventure worth Notice, without proper 
and neceſſary Reſtrictions from Perſons 
whoſe Abilities are to give Command, and 
firſt to conſult prudently in whar Manner 
Commands are to be given. 


A Sovereign Head, and inferior Gover- 
nors, Arbitrators, Gc. are as neceſſary to a 
State, as the Caput, or human Head, and ex- 
traneous Members, are to the Support of the 

human Body. A Body Politic ſhould in- 
deed be bleſs d with a better Head than a 
3 1 el  fingle 


D 
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ſingle Individual, or woe bs it; for 1 are 


ſo many corporeal Infirmities in a Nation, 
that are all deduced by idle Suggeſtons from 
the royal Head, and other conſtituent Mem- 
bers; that we have great Reaſon to aſk, 


Who there is, of the moſt miſerable of hu- 


man Creatures, that wonld be a King ? but 
as it is ſo neceſſary, that every State ſhould 


be governed by a ſupreme Head, the more 
Goodneſs and Virtue is requiſite in ſo ex- 
traordinary a Point, to enable the Perſon who 
takes upon himſelf ſo noble and auguft, fo 
. and een a Station. ” 


E Boz as bes pee Geniue of a Nation 


ſhould be the conſtant Study of its appointed 
Governors, tis neceſſary that no one Scheme 


ſhould be put in Execution, without it is 


connected with the Inclinations, as well as 
the Intereſts of a People; for it is impoſ- 
ſible, among ſo many Opinions, that a re- 
gular Judgment can always be form'd of 


what is for their Good; but they can eaſy _ 
enough perceive when any Thing i is agree- 


able 


n 


3 


Tas 1 
able to their Natures and Conſtitutions; 3 for 
which Reaſon tis as eſſential to conſult the 
one ſometimes as the other, but if both can 
be connected 'tis much better. The People 
will conſequently be more pleaſed with the 
| Methods of procuring their Welfare, if i it is 
tranſacted with ſome Reſemblance to their 


own Notions, and the Governors will be 


better eſteem' d for acting in Compliance wk 
the Humour of the People. 


. of this Sort ſhould be the main 
Drift of a Patriot; for ſhould a Scheme 
meet with but indifferent Succeſs, yet if it 
had the favourable Opinion of the Populace, 
and agreeable to their native Genius, the 
| Conſequences of ſuch ill Fortune would be 
look d upon rather with Pity than Rage, and 
aſcribed to ſome occult Cauſes, which en- 
tirely acquit the Projector from popular and 
| national Reflections 


Bor whenever Schemes are projected a- 
gait the . Guſt or Reliſh of the 
general 


1 16 


general Palate, 3 it is immediately condemned 

as peremptory, ill- judged, and intereſted: 

The Politician immediately becomes the 
| Subject of popular Debate, and is ſeverely 
treated by thoſe mercenary Scribbers, whoſe 
Pens are always ready to blacken the pureſt 
Characters, for the Sake of gratifying their 
own private Ends, by taking the Advantage 
of the national ill Humour : Notwithſtand- 
ing the Intention of the Projector was in it- 
felf truly great and meritorious, and calcu- 
lated with no other View than the public 
Good]; therefore it is not ſo much the Uti- 
lity of any Plan that recommends itſelf to the 
People, as the lucky Debutt of ſtriking upon 
the Taſte and Humour that is predominant 
in the Nature of the Soil ; which is indeed 
a Government more abſolute in itſelf, than 
any other that can be eſtabliſhed. 


Bur 8 the tute Me- 
thods which might be laid down to exert 
the true Spirit of Patriotiſm, to ſhine with 
ſuperadded Luſtre on the Hearts of the Peo- 

ple, 
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ple, and likewiſe to preſerve a conſtant efful- 


gence on thoſe Points ſo capable of refract- 
ing their Beams to the Glory of a Nation: 
It does not in the leaſt diminiſh the Import- 
ance of a Stateſman, but rather makes the 
Character more illuſtrious, the nearer it ar- 
rives to the Summit of Eminence: Nor does 
it in the leaſt take away from the Pangers 
and Difficulties which continually wait on ſo 
lofty a Station, but rather augments them, 
and in ſo much, that while we take only a 
retroſpective View of the ſurrounding Anx- 
ety, Cares and Perplexities of ſuch a Situ- 
ation, and value our own Safety at ſo dear 
a Rate, as the want of Ambition, and the 
Imbecility of our Natures confine us to: 
We are at the ſame Time aſtoniſhed and 
pleaſed, to ſee another Being of the ſame 
Shape and Compoſition, aſpiring to the | 
- higheſt Pinnacle of Immortality, by aſſum- | 
ing a Dignity ſo extraordinary, and encoun- 
tring with hos pager or Hazards, which 
ſtrike a Terror in every Boſom, but That 
which ſwells with a noble and godlike Ar- 
dour for the Good of its Country. 
«/ 


How dear then, how valuable is a wiſe 
and diſintereſted Patriot, how extenſive the 
Character ? But how much more, how in- 
finitely and ineffably great would it be, were 
it founded on the Conſtancy of divine Na- 
ture inſtead of human: For ah! whatever 
Honours are accumulated from. the fickle 
Tongues | of a giddy Multitude, are as ſub+ 
ject to decayas the Natures that confer them, 
and are indeed but Pageants of an Hour, in 
Compariſon with the ſubſtantial and immor- 
tal Glories, which ought to be the indubita- 


ble Reward of 2 Exalted and Jon 
Virtue... 


Bur on the contrary, wherever the chief 
" Motive is Intereſt, in the Perſon who aſ- 
ſumes the Character of a Stateſman, we 
- thall find him labouring with illegal Projects 

to ſubvert the induſtrious Part of a Com- 
monwealch, and even disjointing a State to 
ſatisfy lucrative Views and Ends, too mer- 


cCenary to be ſatisfied; and after the Accu- 
8 wulation : of Million upon Million, finds 


him- 
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Kkidaſelf f in the fame Poſition he was at firſt ; 
nor are the hoarded Piles of any other Ser- 
yice to them, than to irritate a ſecret Long- 
ing for more, which muſt poſitively be at- 
tain'd, notwithſtanding the total Ruin of his 

7 Conan depends upon the Stroke. 


How miſerably, beyond Sena miſcra- 
ble! is the Proſpect that ſurrounds a Wretch 
ſo degenerate, who, after he has ſacrificed the 


Wealth and Liberties of his Country, and 


can find no Foundation to exerciſe bis ſor- 


did Abilities upon, but muſt ſtop before he 
| has run half his Career; begins to reflect 


in what manner he mult live out the wretch- 


ed Remains of Life, and is ſtill growing 


more miſerable, for want of acting in its 
accuſtomed Sphere: If Imagination has 
Strength enough to afford a Tranſition from 


a generous Mind to that of a mean and mer- 
cenary, attended with all the contemptible 


Ideas, the cowardly Fears, and juſt Suſpi- 
cions of one who is only conſcious of the Ills 
he has occaſioned, merely from a Puſilani- | 


C2 mous 


IL 20 

mous Regard to his own Safety, let the 
great Man, to whom this Treatiſe is addreſt, | 
depicture to himſelf the ſhocking Situation 
of ſuch a villainous Character, and from the 
natural Antipathy of his ſublime Generoſity, 
render his own Virtues more ſtriking and 


illuſtrious, 1 in Oppoſition to the deteſtable 
8 


i 17 Was Bo | Opinion of the great Demoſ⸗ 
thenes, © That Traitors who make a Sale of 
their Country, ſell themſelves firſt. . A 
Truth that many have experienced, but few 
could comprehend. For though the Anti- 
theſis renders the Intention of the Phraſe 
ſomewhat dubious, it certainly means no 
other than that, He who could ſell his 
„Country, was already fold as a Slave to 
« his own Intereſt :” Nor is there a greater 
Inſtance of Slavery, even at the Gallies, than 
there is in the abject Diſcontent and inſa- 
tiate Perturbations of one, whoſe Bondage 
reſults from the Vehemence of _ own 
avaritious Defires © | 


gh © 
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There have been undoubtedly ſeveral 
| Perſons of real Honeſty, who have at firſt 
appear d in the Management of publick Af- 
fairs, with Hearts free and unpolluted ; who 
perhaps never in their Lives had an Oppor- 
| tunity of knowing the Influence of a Bribe : 
But have found ſome Time after, the Temp- 
tation too ſtrong to be reliſted ; and for want 
of Fortitude have ſuffer'd their Eyes to be 
dazzled, their Hands contaminated, and their 
Hearts corroded by the venomous Efficacy 
of Gold, ſo that it were better no Perſon 
ſhould be dignified to ſuch a Station, till he 
had been ſecretly and artfully try'd in this 
Caſe; and if he could not ſtand the Teſt of 
ſuch a Trial, he ſhould be deemed a Perſon 
totally incapable of 0G the Public In- 
tereſt. 1 


As it is highly prejudicial to a People, 
vhen a Miniſter or Stateſman ſacrifices the 
Public Intereſt to his own; ſo it is equally 
injurious to a Nation, when its Wealth and 

1 Opnlenee 1 is drain d to ſupport unneceſſary 

Schemes 
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Schemes of Hoſtility againſt foreign Powers; 


for whatever is tranſacted in this Point com- 


monly fails in the Execution ; and a People 


are laid more open to the Infults of an Ene- 


my, when the chief Protection (which is 


their Riches) are diminiſh'd : "Tis a certain 
Maxim in Government, that the moſt ne- 
ceſſary Prop of a State is the Wealth of the 
Subject, without which the moſt brave and 
courageous People in the World muſt ine- 
vitably become an eaſy Conqueſt to their 


Foes; nor can there be a greater Encourage- 
to an * than the ee of natl- 
onal e | 


Tuvs far are the Vices and Follies, the | 


"Virtue and Intereſt of a People connected 5 


with the proper Rules of Government in 
thoſe above them; nor was this little Trea- 


ale wrote with any ocker Deſign, than the 
Promotion of a ſubſtantial Harmony be- 


tween the People and their Miniſters; and 
as there is nothing ſo miſerable as a diſtem- 


bl 


ber Mo 'tis _— hoped, that thoſe, 


whole ; 


Ae RS 
2 


„ͤ ü. 
| whoſe Worth entitles them to ſuch ſuperior 
Offices, may, for the future, thoroughly 
conſider the Importance of their Stations, 

and how much their own Dignity is Is de- 
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